
 
 
 
 

NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report seeks to allocate the S106 Conservation funds arising from the 
development of Fremington Army Camp  towards the Fremington Quay Wall 
Repair Project Phase 1. 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That Strategy and Resources allocates £30,000 to the Fremington Quay Wall 
Repair Project Phase 1 which is to be administered by the Property and 
Technical Services  Unit. 

2.2 Subject to approval of 2.1 above, that Strategy and Resources recommends 
Council vary the Capital programme by £30,000 and that funds be released for 
the Project. 

3 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 To allocate funds in line with the requirements of the S106 agreement. 

3.2 To repair and make safe the Quay Wall, conserving the heritage asset and 
ensuring continued and safe public access to the area. 

4 REPORT 

4.1 When planning application 57519 was passed for the redevelopment of 
Fremington Army Camp, the approval was subject to a Section 106 agreement. 
One of the provisions of this was a S106 ‘Conservation Area Contribution’ of 
£30,000 which was received in December 2015. The contribution needs to be 
spent within five years of the date of receipt. The original intention was that the 
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fund should be spent within the Fremington village Conservation Area, which 
included the Army Camp. The most suitable target for the money was the grade 
II listed walled garden and grade II* gazebo which adjoined the army camp, and 
which was in need of repair work. Discussions have taken place with the 
owners of this structure, and unfortunately, despite the potential availability of 
S106 assistance, it has not been possible to instigate the repair work within the 
required time scale. 

4.2 An alternative use for the funding has been identified at Fremington Quay, which 
is just to the east of the Army camp development. This is in a separate 
Conservation Area, but both Barratt Homes, the developer who made the 
contribution, and the parish council, have confirmed that they have no objection 
to the slight variation.  

4.3 The Quay structure at Fremington dates from approximately 1848 when the Taw 
Vale Railway and Dock Company opened a railway along the southern edge of 
the River Taw to carry goods and passengers from the newly constructed Quay 
to Barnstaple. The railway finally closed in 1982, and the track-bed passed to 
Devon County Council, subsequently becoming the Tarka Trail. The area to the 
west of the track bed, including the Quay structure and slipway, was acquired 
by North Devon Council in 2000. The Conservation Area at Fremington Quay 
was first designated in 1997. At that time, the Quay area, station and other 
buildings were redundant. Since then the Station has been redeveloped as a 
café, houses have been built, and the area has become well used and is 
enjoyed as a refreshment facility on the Tarka Trail long distance footpath and 
cycle  trail. The area is also much visited by local residents. The Conservation 
Area was reviewed and the boundary extended in 2010.  

4.4 The Quay wall borders the informal car parking area to the north of the café, and 
there is a slipway at its northern end. Just south of the slipway, sections of the 
stone facing to the Quay structure built wall have bellied out and collapsed onto 
the beach. This has exposed the rubble core, causing structural instability. The 
wall is owned by North Devon Council.  Repair works are urgently necessary to 
prevent further deterioration to the structure, and to keep the area safe and 
useable by the public.  

4.5 The first phase of works are programmed for the summer of 2020 and will 
comprise initial stabilisation and investigation to the value of £30,000. These 
works will be designed to prevent further deterioration as an urgent need, and 
to allow structural investigations to give a better indication of definitive 
quantities and works needed for the next phase of work, which is planned for 
autumn/winter 2020. A further capital funding bid will be made for this work. It is 
proposed that the S106 funding is allocated to the first phase of work.   

5 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 The project cost for phase I of the repair of the wall is estimated to be £30,000. 
Quotations are still being sought from contractors, with delays in the process 
being caused by the Covid-19 situation. It is proposed that the £30,000 S106 
contribution be used to fund this phase of the project. The work will be 



overseen by the Senior Engineer and is programmed to take place this 
summer.  

6 EQUALITIES ASSESSMENT 

6.1 There are no equalities implications anticipated as a result of this report 

7 CONSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT 

Article or Part 3 
Annexe 1 
paragraph 

Referred or 
delegated power? 

Part 3. Annexe 1. 

1(d) 

Delegated 

8 STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 

8.1  This report contains no confidential information or exempt information under the 
provisions of Schedule 12A of 1972 Act. 

9 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

9.1 The following background papers were used in the preparation of this report: 

Fremington Quay Conservation Area Character Appraisal 2010 

Section 106 agreement relating to planning application number 57519 

Email correspondence from Barratt Homes 

Title deed for Fremington Quay 

The background papers are available for inspection and kept by the author of 
the report. 

10 STATEMENT OF INTERNAL ADVICE 

10.1 The author (below) confirms that advice has been taken from all appropriate 
Councillors and Officers. 
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